THE SUN, SUNDAY, MARCH 81, 1895.

5

- ——

IN A BIG CYPRESS SWAMP,

LEISURELY CRUISE UF AGLOOMY

= RIVER IN FLORIDA.

epnme Matilements Alonx a Speatral
Hiver-Alllgaters And Mocenaine In
Plenty — A Hrilliant Moams at Night,

sjartiAxD, Fla, March 21— You d.i'm‘t nesd
taprovinion her for an ocean voyage.' sald the
(apaln of tlie propeller Mary D. Branch.
“\We're not going out of sight of Iand, and
con'll find about m dozen good etores when we
get lato the other river."
The Mary D. Branch was taking on provisions
ot lalntka, Fia, for a lelsurely vorage up the
kinwalin tiver to 8ilver Spring, her wsole prs-
wiger Lelng Tum Sux's correspondent. The
crew vonslsted of Capt. Henry Hm.c}f. who was
olss engineor, fireman, and couk, T'he engine
Iwll Tani, A% & melter of form, at 10 o'clock in
i smoraing, and the odd Hitle boat awnung out
{0 the B John's River Sho waa built for n
sloop, the Mary 1. Branch, and her 22 foet of
waetl and 6 feet of Lroadth move clumaily un.
der thie impetua of the woud-burning engine that

L been put ln her, ”

“We'll just nleely make 1" Capt. Branch
conthnied, after he lind Leaded his boat for the
middlo of the Bt Jolin'a River, * You say you
don't care whien you reacli the Spring: no more
dol. 1ot 1 want to make camp (o-night where
there's gootd water, This water in the Nt. John's
{brackiali; and when you once see the muddy
UM in the Ockinwalin you'll not want to drink
(hat, Consequently we camp st tho mouth of
theutber river, wliere there's a cold epring.'

tn common with most of the St. John's River
boattaen, Caple Branch Invariably calls the
ocklawnho e othier river," though it is only
oo of a dozen others. And he is just as In-
veclatile In Keeping hia bont in the middle of
the St John's Itiver, which ot Palatkn looks
¢lmost ne Lroad as the Hudson st New York,
It i not well, Le says, to run a steamboat's
nose Into the mud, sud the river Is shallow
slong shore.,

The waterway from Palatka to Silver Epring
Isuy the St. Jobn's to Beecher, about thirty-five
miles: then ap the Ocklnwalin to Grahamsville,
sbuut sixty miles s the river runs; thence nine
miies up tho Slver Spring Hiver to Silver
rpring.  This t#i0ing distance is made by the
river steamers in aboul l{teen hours, sometimen
laas, and Ly a fast steam launch in ten hours:
it the Mary D, Branch Ia not s racer, und on
tlils oremalon she wis under contract to allow
suiple time for fshiog, cxploring, and admire-
ton of the ecensry.

14 most places betweon Palatkn and the Ock-
lawalia’s mutith the St. Juhn'a River ia oo wide
o give the traveiler much ldea of its shores.
Uecasionally it narrows down (o a few hundred
qanls, but In general it Is more a river for the
touist who prefurs to ait in a rocking chinir on
the uppar deck and lasten to the musicof & band.
Northern people put it to gocd use In this way,
ime of the dicadvantages of travel in & small
baal was soon eviden . The Mary 1. Branch
has & tiny cabln with seats alone tho sides and &
single thickness of board between the cabin and
the sun. The temperature was above 80 degrees
satnide, and 1 the cabio It was stifling,
tiwugh thers are no sides, and the cur-
talos wore rolled wup. It was midsummer
on the river, and beautiful spring In most places
eling shore, but vot fo all. Maoy of the trees
were even groener than usual because the leaves
hind beon frozen off and new cnes had come out,
and the ground was green with grass and weeds,
spechled with white and plnk’and yeallow flow-
ere, Butl there were browa falands in this sea of
kreen. The orange groves are still brown and
tare, and Jook llke our forest trees in mid-
winter—lenficsn, blvak, They have enough tiny
rreen sprouts upen them to dellght their own-
s by rhowing that they aro atill alive, but not
ol yet Lo give even a green tinge to the
wown, The frosted ornnee troes mar the beanty
¥ Florida this winter, Instead of enhancing it

There are towns upon the St. John's betwesn
Alutka and Becclier, but no large ooes. In
WeaL casos the assistance of & niop s necessary
o find tnew,

" Roe avery one nf them was once destined to be
¥ kreat olty,” Capt.Branch put i1, * There's ull-
edton, Fan Meteo, Westonla, Peniel, Stokes,
Eatsumn, Naatnn, Welaka, and soon. Every
uheof themn hael Itn buom, and lald out is luts,
and built & wharf for the stearnboats 1o ato) ot.
Well, the towna are still thete, but the Luom
lms gone nn. Opera hiouses and City Halls?

Vell, gle, I o'povs there's more of thein things
siong this river than you could count. Mustiy
used for orange packinkg houses now.™

s voyage remtly began when the mouth of
the Ockluwalia Itiver was reached, lute In the
aterioon, To “rough it" on the S5t John's is
oo 1ancvh llke trying to camp out in the City
linll Purk. for pleasure boats are mruunl.lrv
rssing and big river steamers making s swe!l
aiti tupolas of bouses ou the K sneering

“You tnink you're In the wilds, but you're mis-
taken. The "Bt John's s a civilized river, no
Mspo for compers,” What the cupolas fail to
ray le told by bhundreeds of signs tlurlrd Lo trees
wling the shore, **No landing liers: private
brupwrty.™ " No trespeasing allowed, under pen-
sity of the law.” ** Noahootiug allowed,' After
& few ncores of these It becomes & itive pleas-
ire toses m friendly invitatiop, also palled to a
& tre= 10 Take troith's Pilis. Some bright ad-
\ortiser hns tiken advantage of the Northern
visltor's fleslre to soe an alligatir by nllllng u
Atrbort intervals a sign bearing the word * M?
Lgators "' in big letrers, with & continuation be-
low it In mucli smaller letters, **do not need to
take Himalaga Bitters, but you do."

T'he first night's encanmpment was made, not
st tusmuouth of the Uckinwaha, bot shout half a
tullo up thnt muddy aud spectral strenm. With
apond cabin on the boat & ahore encampment
reciog atliret to the atranger to be unnececsars ;
bt such Florlda boatwe: ns Uapt. Hranch hnve
eamping reduced 1o & welonce, and they Kiow
whern L orrulm tomfort is to be found. The
hoxt was plloted inta n little cove so wurrounded
ol overhvng wich dismal cypross Lrees thut
thomllernoon sun was completely shut out, apd

4r ropie was nindo fast tou 1wee that bore lﬁe
wgr,{so of many previcua fastenings.
Sh “" sald the Captain, ** you wee the force of

inl 1 have been telllug you nbout proper
famiing outfit. 1 make a fire on shore and coek
fur sipper, and after suppor we sin songe if wo

‘e or play saven up, and when bedtime comes
¥ehuve only 1o ot down the surtaine and the
u{flu Isnoanuch Lerrae gleeping room than any

ol There Is pothing but swamp all around
ta, WUt unthe few fuat of hard land we enn
stretch our legn, Mere Inthe apring to supply
Bwith fresh water, | don't e \\ﬁmt mole &
wan dunld want v make him hanpy.
"ln Inust pinces the couk mmllfrrullml.n few
saeitiniake & fircpince: but gathering stones
v work in Floridi,  [f there are five stongs
mous 4 A man's fist within five miles of the
‘_;u,.lmnhn Ocklawalii Kiver, they have Lsen
a:l?tm thers, The Floride cook o CAME Ut
L A bEwood for the purpove, snd they unswer
|,“nil. With & eolfee put and i frying pan the
1 PLaInetngk  mn urepared an cxcellent meal,
lnmt kood fresly water frouw the spring ™ prov-
rh{ "h?' sliehtly thinner and lighter-colored
n,.“’.':. whilon, Catamounts,  alligators, und
t-lll‘:lbu are the chief inhabltanty of the
e b ah m, but the buat's canves cur-
-y ':":Nulh Iilwiu'uuula.

stien, Colonel," was Capt. B h's
2t business remark when the bt was under
" };|““" I the murning, ™ you sey you want
el ":*1_' Bt every town and ‘make a landing

.uw:‘fr we »eo s house and talk to the penple,
oft YOu the truth we'll not inve Lo stap ver
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Ut such ma there are you shiall ses."
dl.-rln{i'n of uﬁo: alia

vuntinue w
l:l‘l':: through more t.l'umL Inml‘mn red
".lehull‘l:rnl r;y‘s;ru. awamp, The vypress
s nearly il dead, if entire nbaonve of

“::hr' Mo of death, and instend of loaves
b‘hmlmud with long bunches of Spuninh
m ta one L0fe Mlune, hanging from the dend
'M'lh:m‘i‘!' L make a futereal imprensiog
T e ﬁ.aﬂu' visitor: but the moss

oy muddys | ater ia too to be
" Y: It tukes fts na color,
¥, from the duaylng roots of

Owest places, less than a foot
In invisible, o the th is
fcuiscture, The half sunken
anke look at first [ik ¥
the shnde,

Lon

' “1;&- dbei'l-me
ved t
AL on L)y lldt::." i

wed alligator rg)
":h"dmouuu n

gl B l‘:upo.uhu'i:ll the slllg

o I somg blaces

leamers are not
rs, and there ure

o truuble
'thl tver

"'I‘“ 0 each

vt aniy g ¢ - In such places the
A t'mliﬂu:uma

igh & swamp, 1ud
Imes only six miles,

The water privi-
- The orungegrower

“““‘"‘U uns
LI twulve Gr fifjegn
a0 hia L e seeptionally good.
LY e “ﬁ"l" “'ﬁ“ bavk has only to se-
tln u':suh e swamp and float bis

' sdown to the river, Huth-

|'r“'Il taunlly good. An wica-

1 m|,|.'m{‘{‘h:’:l' river kives notice
Wocasins, but never

& Hur y snake bas i more

ke o L] U1 e
ry thick for

Iuln- The fw; is

'l"“ the Impression of
LA wumkes not oply
wlhtrc Iiey ure ealile

e | -.J.lmlturk'l iemselven in the

90 one 191 roupie; e Uatlier who

Sl s |

Ianding sbout fifteen miles from the river's
mouth, There was a platformextending slightly
over the water, with a board =hanty bullt upon
it mnd plles of cut wood at the ahore and,

Thers wro A number of thess "' wooding sis-
tions " along Lhe river to sell fuel to the regulnr
stenmers aud to any small boats that linppen
nlong. Pioo w tn cord-wood lengths sells at
$8a cord; cut in the usual stove lengths the
price ia §1 & “ course,” a course_belng one-third
. By the course isa favorits method
of relling stove wood all over Fiorlda, s course
mlkinx & good lond for the ordiunry wagon
box. Along the river pine brings the same price
s hard wood atae it hae to be brought

a distanoe and hnrid wood grows on the apot.
“ELall ] glve you vome nlce lightwood, Cap-
talo 7" the man {1 clinrge of the s nutf anlead,
‘_Lightwnud in the Florida term for whiat In the
sorth we call fat I-lne: wouod satunted with the
resinoun julce of the tree, o produce It a pine
tree is cut down and aliowed Lo lie for armr or
two. The bark nnd the outer layers of wood
decay, nll the resin sinking In toward the heart,
When it has Inin long enough nothing Is laft but
the heart, and this is so “fat” that & match
touched Lo a large log starta n fire in an Instant,
Five miles above this landing thers Innn ab-
rupt turn in the river, Itis a wludlnz river
throughout, aliost as torinous as the Hed River
of Louis i but here the genernl course
uhnnqﬂ from west to south as n boat ascends,
Al thls polnt Orange Creek flows into the main
wiream, and Orange Creek in the water highway
for m town called Oraoge Springs, which sends
mnany oranges down the river when there are
any topend, Flve or alx men and boys were sn-
camped in nshanty on the east hank, some flsl-
Ing, une lying in the shade smoking n pive, two
paddling nbout in dug-out canoes, which they
propelled very rap!tllf'.

* What do you fAind o do here, gentlemon 1
they were nsked, when the Mary . Branch was
made fast to the landing, N

“Nothin mostly," waa the frank reply. *\Wa
shoot s lttle, fish n little, and do some lum-
berin', 1fthe oranges hndn't all froze, you'dace
“lll?]lﬂﬂ’“?ﬂ up walting for the boat,”

“We'rs waltin' for the orange trees tosprout,”
nmw-lontn:a young fellow enid; and all the
othera laughed,

Within the next few mllea several shanty
houses ware passed, oconpied by famillen who
wars also, evidently, doln' nothin', mostly.
W hersver a houne atands along the river it is on
a Lit of bank high enough to keep it out of the
water, though tho bit may not e more than &
doren yarda square, Tho appearance of thess
houses and thelr inhabitants made & proper op-
lrla.llllt&j for the passenger Lo put a question to
a Uaptain:

“Can you tell me why any sane man should
come into thisswamp to live 7"

“Yen alr: 1 can tell you that," the Captaln
replied. “They come here to make aliving.
They're engnged In Lthe lumberin' business, most
of them. Most of the land bereabouts belonge
to the State and can he hought for $1.25 an acro
in forty-acre tractsor (10 contn an acre ineighty-
ners tracts, 1 hardly need tell you that as lad
it's not worth & cent an_acre, for It's mostly an-
der watler, Hut the timber on it is valuable and
prople buy it for the sake of the timber. O, I
can Lell you all abuut lumberln’, fur 1've been in
the business mysslf. The swamp timber is all
cypress, and most of 1L s goud. Hack onthe
bigh lamis vou get plone. Pine is worth $0 a
thousand feet ut the month of the river and cy-
presais worth 87, When you take It (o Jock-
sonville it's worth §1 a thousand more,

“That cypress,” he went on, * is a very heavy
woud, Of course, the only way to got it to mar-
ket is to foat it down ihie river; but IL is so
heavy that It you should go Int the swamp and
cut alive tree, it would xo to the bottom like »
rock, Live eypress won't float, and that's sure
enough. So whoen a man takes up s tract of
Innid, the firat thing he does i 10 go uver ft with
an sxe anid girdle all the good trees. That kills
them, and in s year ar so they got lght enough
to float. A first-rate eypress tree is wurth about
815, anud there's more money in tho business
than you'd think: but it takes a lot of Lard
work., Cutting trees along the river is easy
enough: but wlen you go five or six miles back,
ns you genmsrally have to do, you've got to mun-
ayge sorme why to get therm to the river, The
awamp ls fuil of little natural canals, but they
are narrow and crooked and need 1o be straight-
ened aud widened. I'hat takes » lot of chopping,

“You understand, this swamp s all under
water when the river is high; and when the
river Is low it's just & big lake of black mud,
without water enough even lo the little canals
to toata punt. A chopper cau choose botween
twowaysof going in to his work. Either hie can
takea boat and goln when the water is high, or
he can wait t'l the mud has dried a little after
the water fells, and wosk his way in on foot.
Now, then, suppose Lo goes in on foot and the
water suddenly rises, as It often doen; what's
golog to become of im? He can ewim, likely,

but therv'snot many men canswim through aix
miles of swamp, Ono the nther hand, suppuse be
koes In (it s boat, and the water falls, He can't
wide arhore, beeause the mud 1a soft euough to
swallow him ut every step; and If he waits for
it to dry out he'll starve to denth. Many a
chopper hna loat his lifein this swamp, When
the trees are got out they're made up bito rafia
and (loa ton market. Thot's the Inmbering
bLuni na tahell, 1'd rather carry New
Yorkers in a steamboat, for my part,”

The boat made frequent stops for varions pur-
posvd. and progress was slow, 1n the course of
1he afternoon A LU was passed, au elevation of
flity feet or more, with orange trees planted
upon it, and nt the summit 4 comfortable,
painted house, one of the tew civillzed spots in
the middle portivn of the river, Then canie the
town of Eureks, with some high Inud bohind it,
perhmps n continuntion of the first olevation,
and a good planked wharf, with & hilly street
ruuniog down to the river, nnd 4 grocery on one
aidle Of the strest. One of the passsnger bonts
‘wardue in & few hours, end preparutions were
making for her coming, Several buxes of wiics
sinud on the wharf, nud eome crates of chick-
ens and vihier ediblen that bad been ordered
liy the steward on his upward trip, and were
to be taken abuard on Lhe way down. Thls rus),
of business wade & entmmation in Eurekn, and
most of the inbabitanuts, to the tumber of eight
or ten, were gul Lo see the slenmboat arrive,

Eureka wni the socond mﬁlu'n stuppiog place
for the Muary D, Brauch, end an hour or two be-
fore midnight her passenger and crew were
srouscd hy a tereitie sereeching, It sounded ns
though all the wildenta and alligators along the
river had unlted to muke ng unenrtlily din,

“lt's wll right,"” said Capt, Braoch, ronssur-
Ingly; “it's only the nortk-bound boat coming
down the river. Now Inok out for as handsume
a right ms you over saw, '

'l‘ﬁn words were hard!y out of lilsa moutli be-
fore & blaze of light swept mround a curve in
the river, coming apparently throogh the {m-

osoetrable darkness of the moss-hung eypress

orest. Music floated arrous the water, and with

anotber pweepiug curve the cabin lghts of the
boat became visible, The spectacie filled Capt.
Brunch with oy,

*That's the sort of a plenle travelllog on the
Ocklawals passenger boats 18" he exclaimed,
us he hurriedly rolled up the curtaing, **Ii's
ahead of anything you can find, exoept such a
tripps oprs. Lo you noe the passengers all on
the upper deck forwarid, with the band in the
midst of them? That's grand, that fs, Aud the
light's a thiog 10 warm s men's heart. Lo you
see whatit is? 'There'sa hig lron erandle hung
on chiains over the pllot house, and o® sonn na
night comes the darkeys plle It high with the
hightest kind of a light wood and start the blaze,
That blnze i kept up till the hont leaves the
Ovkinwnaha und turns into the St. Johu's, and it
lightn the river froin one curve Lo the next. It
18 intended to hnli:‘lhr piiut, of course, for he
never could find bls wuy down the river in the
dark, Lut look what a show it mmakes for the
}-nmnpun! Livery cypreas light=d up, every

u_;f along the shure, svery lund g™

‘hero was uo exnggeration in the Captain's
description. The fire of pino knois made an
Hiumination almat vgual 1o mn ure Hghit, and
Ita weird fickering made ap ellwct upon the
draped cypress trevs and Lhe black wrter thnt
no electrio Hght could wqual, For ten minutes
the sepulchral swamp was tramsformed inio s
nightmare fsiryiand, ‘Iben the Hghts and the
music fuded awuy, and vothilng was jert but the
swish of the inky river and suspleiuns of con-
vemled mlligators and mocenssl
In the morning m cypress.
wos s Ttwas o neall jaln
Lo m tree overbianging thie water, a
hux bearing the fam|linr wurds,
Onlce.”" Here the passe
Flop long enough 1o leavi
mail of some nelghborimg wortlement, There
are several such primitive Post Otlices wlune the
Uceklnwelia, )

The muddy, sluggish river 1y much the same
for nearly Uty miles more, though smuller. un
toits starting puint In Loke Griing but tira-
hamevilie i the head of steany pay lgation, Gra-
hatawvllle In & aleepy little hamlet of & fow
houses nud un orapge grove khd a geooery, sili-
ated In & country that ey bo described with
truth as heavily wooded and well watered,” lts
only distinction Ie thet it s near the mouth of o
river quite ns reinarkableas the Ocklnwaln, but
In mdifferent way, ‘Tuis is 0 rapid stream of
purest erydtul, called the Silver Bpring Hiver.
The Bilver spring River, nine wiles long nnd
derp enovgh to ot an orean stenmship, horsts
frota the grovnd in the eryvtal pool enlied Sllver
Bpring, aud carrles the w a0l the lrrlng Lo
the Ockinwabiu and thence to the 5t John's and
the men. Over its whole conrse the waler (s so
clear thul the boat secms every moment about
to nerape the bottom, thoneh the water is often
forty or ifty feet deep. P:\-arl{ fish Is visible.
evely nhell or sunken stick. ‘I'he descent from
spring to river insu nhrlﬁ-l and the current so
rapid that the lenguid Mary 1. Braneh scemed
in llnu{ur svery moment or&rlns up the fAgnt
wnd letting berself sweep Lack 1o tho cypress
reglon. Hut with o great expenditure of pioe
knows shie rompleted the journey,

1 ‘l’hnrc!".n!d Capt, Branch, when the bont
foated llgltl.lr nn the surfuce of the glant pool;
“this Is Silver Bpring, the grestest nutural won-
der we bave In Floriaa."

Glory All Arousd,
Fraw the Uardiper Beporter-Journal,

Uncle Gldean Geodwin Hfty years ugo was one
of the *' charncton' of Lhin town, AL that time
Lie Methodiste used to gather at the houres Lo
old thelr prayer moetings. und as Gideun wus a
f-wur. wurnlup[nr of that creed Lo was a regu-
ar attendant. Une uight the meating was Lield
at the house of Harlow Harden, und Gildeon
wus there, In Lhose duys excltement ran high,
and just as the enthunlesm of the assemblage
wis wrought to the highest plteb ** Unole Har-
den," as lie was alwaoys called, arose to his feat
and, liftlug up bis Laods, sbouted, In & volce
full of fervor:

“Ulory Erlildeoa!"

Hardly hod the nfcmat smeons, which the
ulterance call b, died sway, whet Good-
Flu. who thought that the pralse was meant for

R 11T 19
ger hokte nn ench trip
and carry away the

fort

J; :‘gd“:-:IMf o return the ocompliment.
L H
“liery 1oy ou, 406, Uncle Harden,” J

FLORIDA'S GREAT SPRING.

THE SPARKLING OUTLET OF A BIG
SURTERRANEAN RIVER,

It Mapplics '-u.r“;n;m—h to Mont & Man.

of.war—The Water CUlear an Alr-The

Miver o Long Uue lLnad Mpeculations,

MAITLAND, Fia, March 27.-The 8ilver Spring
River Isonsof theshortest in the United States.
Itn entire course from the spring in which It
rises to the Ocklawalia Is only nioe miles. The
two streams are so different in character and
color that there Ia no room to doubt the identity
of ench. The Ocklawaha (s aalugglsh, muddy
eluice, winding slowly throngh an mmense
oypresa awamp; tho other |s ndashing stream
of pure crystal, with a clinnnel deep onough in
most places to float a steamship,

It s hird to realize in ascending * the run," as
the atream is called locally, that the entire body
of water fuowa from the ground In one great
spring. There are no tributaries and no feeders,
axcept In the river bed: right ont of the gronnd
fnthe Sllver Spriog pool and from the river's
bottom comen all the water that roshes with tre-
mendous spesd into the Ocklnwaha,

The river is wide enough In most places to
float one of the big Hudson River boats, and
deep enough for any slilp that has ever been
bullt, Dot thereare some narrow places and
many sharp turns that woull make troubls for
A big boat. LEvery few fret a fresh volumo of
pure water gushies up from the hottom, some-
times from flssurea between the rocks and
sometimes from natural wells. These wells In
the bottom are circular holes in the rock, from
four Lo alx or seven feet In diameter, golng down
often ten or fifteen feet below the bottem,
Every well Ia & fresh spring of pure water, cool
enough for deinking and warm ¢nough for bath-
ing in without discomfort.

There |a not & hiouse or & slgn of habliation or
cultivation on elther shore of the river between
the Ocklawaha and the Boring. The shores are
well wooded, but the ground is too marshy for
profitable cultivation. A traveller may make
the trip & dozen times without seeing & human
being on ahiore. There ls hardly a more lone-
some rpot in the whole State, though Grahams-
ville s only three or four miles away on the
east, and Ocala, a populous town, lr ten or
twelve mliles to the west. In onespota green
pralrie of several thousand mcres s arellef to
the eye, looking Like a Leautiful field of grass;
but it i3 only a delusion, a swamp of saw grasa
of no value, The garfish and cattish have that
region to themselyes, Fyecless catfish are ncea-
elonally speared, and the natives think that
they Lave beenn swept from the underground
river that supplied the springs.

The Iast pull in the river waa the bardest, and
the littlo propeller shot Rhead witn a velocity of
almost elght miles an hour, when, after round-
ing a shnrp curve, she floated sercnely on the
surface of the great pool, Bllver SBpring is hy
far the largest and most important in Florida, &
State whers large springs are plenty. With its
numercus bays it covers a space fully as large
as the City Hall Park, and the depth varles
from & few inches to R4 feel. Nowhere away
from the shore |s it leas than 20 to 30 focl.

A great pine forest covers the whole region,
growiug out of the pure white sand. A mileor
two to the east of the apring the gronnd beging
to fall away, as Capt, Hranch puts i1, or to be-
come lower,and the lower it goes the more
marshy it becories, untll it runs into the great
swamp which borders the Ucklawaba Hiver,
where rmr.hnuf grows but moss-covered cypress
and swamp buwhes. Itis In the DLigher land
that the spring bursts forth, ln the midst of the
pine forest,

As seen from the mouth of the river, the
n}urinn is nearly in a state of nalure. On the
2 rht are several nupainted warehouses, with a
wharf in front, at wlideh steamboate lle, Bowme
distance to the left of this s a smaller whart,
where rowboats are kept for hire; and betwecn
the two, some distancs back from the water, is
& hutel, Two or threo uatlve dwelling huuses
are in sight, and that is all that man hins done
for Sliver Bpring. All the rest is pure nature,
and the placy does nut suffer at all from having
boen iet mlone, Having said thnt tlie waterin
the river Is_ciear. & writer needs ruma
stronger word 1w deseribe the water of

be pool, To float over its surface In a boat iy

tke foating in sir. Aany articies that visitors

have dropped ary reen lylug upon the bottom.
Ewmpty Lin cans whiel mark the former presence
of man in the deepest deptha of the Florlda for-
est wre nol wantiog; and It is startling to see
how p'lnll:i{ the Inbels on some of these cans
can beread, lying under fifty or sizty feetof
water. The bottom is pure white sand and pure
white rock.

The water rushes into the pool through scorsa
of spertures, but the main one is almost directly
in front of the warehouses and wharf, and about
twenty feet beneath the surface. Hero a ledge
of rock protrudes from the stesp bank, and a
river of asparkling water rushes ont from
neath the ledge. As it lpul.!rpnul itearrios mlong

purticies of sand, which glisten in the sunlight

1ko milliuos of sllver colns fresh from the mint.
It 1s thin sllvery a}lrtnrm::o which gives the
Bpring lta name. The water rushes out with
such force that it makes a bubbling upon the
surfave, ke a boillug spring. A bout lylng by
thie wharf would be carrled down strentm wnless
recurely tied. ‘Chere can be no guestion In ths
mind of anybody who rees the waler pour cut
from beneath tlie ledge of rack, that that point
Is the majn outlet of o great underground rlver.,

No nutue but well could be given to thess deep
holes in the botiom of the pool. ore Are u
dozan or wore of them, eachi about #ive feet in
diameter, as smooth aud straight 1o the sides as
though bored fnto the rock with a big aoger,
The top of the duepest one is nbout forty feet be-

low the surface, and the well ltself goes down
through forty-four feer of rock, smooth and
ciedr-cut all the way. When the sun is nearly
overhioad the bottom of this deepest well can he
seen almost as plainly as the bottom of the poal,
and the outpour of water is sufllclent to c{rlu
out all the sand and débris that wight other-
wise i1l it up. None of the othicranre ns deep
ns this, but neveral come within a few feet of if.

“You're not 'Lhiul:luf of buylug any land
hereaboutn, are you v the Captaln asked. ™ If
you are, you'll huve 1o travel wbout sums to get
yuur Utles, This place has sesn abuut as ‘“""5
tips aud downs us any In Florida, und It's owne
by as many different people ns you can see pine
treos, almost, One hutel aiter another has been
bullt wid bas burned down, and of course people
Buy that sume of Lhem wore bhurnt on purpose;
but I don't Know lnlxl.llinu about that.

“I'he land, thongl | can toll you something
about. It's nut very viluable land, ns you can
seo for yourself. The only thing that maken [t
of any mecount is Lhe spring. few years agn
some company or other bought It op and wanted
to sell most of the land, ‘.I:Iill‘ll.l't o ofl as fast
an corner lois i Brosdway, nud they [nvented a
wiy of dividing 1t up ioto small lots, say 100x
200 feet, and selling to Northerners w lio wunted
to have sune little lfli'-‘ in Flurida., You see
aboul two-thirde of the lend was swamy wid
the cther third wascovered with scrob or heavy
timber, and clewring It was expruelve work,
They advertised it in tho Nortbern newspapers,
#0 'tn tld, and sold a great many lots ot Trom
Eh 1o BLU each, When the people who haughit
o to look at their lota aml founid inost of
ther under weier, somehow they werea't nito.

gethier sutisfled, Any way, alter nomt of the
ole hail been sold, same of your New YVork
Lewspapers wrote Lhe thing op and callea (Lo
swrinGie, “Bome of the poople lmul o ltileexira
to ket corper lots,  Tats! Why, cosd Lonl,
minn, the Innd maybe s worlh from S5 to 810 nn
pore, 0o e budding lot cun'v be very vidualie,
Uhe omly roads inko the reglon nre wipou tracks
throtgh the sand, and Dnding s corner lol was
the hurdest work 0 the workd, They tell me
severdl thonvand people buught lots here; but
most of the lapd wust heve been sold for un-
Juid tnxew long ngo,

“After thal veulure was over either that
colmpauy or some olher company got Up e Lew
schieme. Well, sir, thy scheme hey invented
wasone of the funulest things yod ever saw,
and ' wold they made money out of it. W hat
o you ‘spuee they did? They luul n sortof a
purgle published in Lundreds of newspapers,
end advertised bLeneath it that whousver sent
them & correcl auswer (o the pucele would gul
forw jremium a valuable bobiding ot in Floy-
ida. You understand it was n very easy surl of

uzzle, su easy thut anyhody could make 1t out,
Thet was the ldea, you know, o bhave people
solve it and send in the apawer.

“lden't kpow how many J&wpll“nl In an-
ewers, but a great many did, they say, The
puzele wes so ensy, you see, thiat most anybody
whio saw (t could solve 1t. Well, a'pose you' mmle
itout and sent Lthe suiution to the address they
rau. "I'non In & few days you'd get s letter from
liems saying that your answer was correct, an
It would cost §Y 10 make vut the deod for lot.
If you were green 1gh to send the §2, an &
5"-.: mun 1 re, you'd get mstire enough

oed for s lot bere at Bilver Springs, Then that
would be the end of 1L People didn't stop 10
consider that it would Lardly pay to spend 8100
to come down to Florlde to louk after u $% lut,
Iumlittle while the land was all sold for taxes,

“That was the way it atood lant time I

knew anything sabout lr. | don w liow 1t
ey be now, Maybe romebody’s cleared the
Litlea all up, It's not o pluce that's ever

rown
very [ast, auyhow. Grow? Why, 1l Leﬂ you.
Cipe time when | was up here pbout ten years
Ago ]l walked sround the place a bit, and not far
from the spriug 1 saw A uew house going up,
about half Houshed, It was quite & surprise w
e, RO l Ingulred whone huuse It was,

AV DY, tnat‘a Lo station agent's bouse,' they
told me. ‘ He'ss-bulldlog It timself. Alterthe
nurning traln comes in e goes uver and doea &
!il.l.!-l waork on it apd works on 4l he Lss o
come back w look siter the evenin' traln. It's
slow work, but he'll fetch it in Ume.*

* Well, alr, that house min't qulte finlahed yet;
not just entirely finlshed, you know. | w'pose
they must 'a pul on aoother Lralu or twi, so's
the mun didn't haveas much tiwe.  mtll) th
been some bullding, nnd thers's & Httl

Its always leen & wonder to
't e, lov
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THE ODIOUS INCONME TAX.

Opisions of Ex.Marreante Malline, Mr. Filhw
Root, dadge Tranz, Mr. W, IT, Fald, nad
Mr, Sulliver na to Iin ColleatibiMey,

Mention has already been made of the opinion
held by Mr. Thomas Harland, formerly Deputy
Comminssioner of Internal Revenus, that the naw
Income Tax Inw does mot provide adequnte
meana for ita enforcement,. Mr, Harland shows
that thers are certaln Jodiefal functions re-
quired of the collector under the law, In the ne-
sessmont of taxen, whera the taxrpayer neglects
or refuses to make a retorn, or desires the eol.
lector tomake up A retorn for him, He further
shows that thess ditiss can only be performed
by United States offloers, regularly appolnted in
the way provided by the Constitution, and that
deputy collectors who are appointed by the col-
lectors themselves are not such ofMoers, His
thiird step la 1o show that it s absolutsly impos.
wibile for the collectors, who number only about
43 men In the whole sountey, and eannol possl-
L1y be made 1o exceca 120 Lefore Congreas as-
samnbles ngain, to perform thess duties of as-
esssment and collection personally, Accord-
Ingly. If thio taxpayers ahoula insist on having
the collectera instend of the deputies perform
these duties, the Income tax conld only be cols
lected In an Inslgniflcant proportion of cuses,
In nddition, Mr, Harland shows that the tax-
payer Is not lable to the 50 per cent, pennity
provided for in the Iaw until lie lina been notl-
fied at his reaidence or place of businees Lo pay
it, after April 15, and not then unless e rofuses
or neglects for ten days to make & return, or to
Lave the collector make up one for him,

Thear polnts are fully set forth i n brief by
Mr, Harianod, of which portions are published in
the Internal Revenue Record of this clty, while
the brief Is to be published in full in next Mon-
day's lssus of that paper. Meanwlille the Rec-
vt presents some opinions of well-known law-
yers, supporting Mr. Harland's views,

The Hun. Daniel G, Rollins, formerly Burrogata
of New York, expressos himeeif as follows: “I
wan in the office of the United States District At-
torney for this district while the old income tax
was ln force, and had speoial cliarge of all canes
coming into the afice under Lhe Internal Reve-
nue lawa. [ was, therefore. familiar with thesub-
ject, and so feo! warmnted in saying that the
interpretation which Mr. Harland putsupon the
Innguage of the statute {n preelsely that which
was put upon the same Ianguags by the succes.
sive Commissionars of Internal Rovenue under
the old law. That deputy collectors, appointed
ns they are, cannot lawfully perform the duties
which tho statute appeara to call for seems fully
rettled by the opluion of Attorney-General
Speed, which Is quoted In the brief.,”

Mr. Ellhu Root, formerly United States Dis-
trict Attorney for thie Southern District of New
York, eomes to asimilar conclusion: *I have
no doabt of the correctnesa of Mr. Harland's
position. The deouty collectors of Interoal
revenue provided for under the Income Tax
law are not officers of the United States. Con-
gress has no power under the Constitution to
make persens appoinied as they are by the Col-
lectors of Interunnl Hevenue, officers of the
United States, This helng no, they cannot dis.
charge the quasl-judicial functions of the Col-
lector.”

Mr. Charles H. Truax, formerly of the
Superlor Court of New York, thus puta his
opinfon: * It seems tn me that the voint taken
by Mr. Harland, that deputy collectors of (n-
ternal revenue are not offloers of the United
Etatea, and, therefore, have no right to deter-
mine what tax shall be Imposed on a person who
neglects or refuses to make a return of his in.
come, la & good one, and while it does not go to
the merits of the art, that s, its constitution-
ality or unconstitutionality, it may, and prob-

ably will, go far toward proventing the enforce-
ment of e act,”

AMr. Willlam Hildreth Fleld considers the law
as unconstitutional, and thinks thers isa chinnen
that the Supreme Court will wo declde: * Huat if
they, do not, then I am of the usll'llon that the
course suggeated by Mr. Harland should be fol-
lowed, lhd tims may securn the benefit of cur
written Constitution and AW, Anssssmant
of taxes {8 the same ns a judgment, and a Judge
canpoot dalegate his powers to a deputy,”

It further appears that Mr. W, O, Gulliver of
the well-known iaw firoa of Alexauder & Green
presenis thess views:

1t 18 o strain 1o the putriotism as well as to tha be
nevalenee of the taxpayer to cousent to contribute
Aay sum to the Goverameot that any deputy col
lector, acting ke detective, aceonnlant, witness, coun.
wel, J e, und jury, may, witbout legal authority,
arbitrarily fiz.

Tt was quitn practicabls o have framed a statule
which could have been lawfully enforcod. 16 is prac-
tlealide now 1o do mo,

I, therefore, think that Mr, Fisrland is performing &
pubhio service 1 calling attention to the sliustion at-
u-.n-.{nad 10 Le crealed Uy this law. 1 agres bu biscons
e A R R K

Ml Sial e {1 3 disclinrge
Judivial oMelal functions of the L'!nlleemr.‘ 9

It may he ndded that Mr. Harland was eounnal
for Sumnel ], Tilden during the Iatter’'s contro-
versy with t rcuur{; Jepariment over the
income tax, and that his studies and rulings
while Deputy Commissioner give to his present
oplulon further weight.,

BEAR CAUGHT IN A WATER WHEEL.

Escapcd Fonr Hunters Oaly to Be Trapped
by Traaclhierous Ice on a Mill I"oud,

Rovverre, Pa., March 28,—0n one of the warm
duys of Inat week & hoar came cat of his winter
pleeping place near the head waters of the
Clarion River, In Elk county, and was {ndiscreet
enough to take a tramp through the snow in
quest of somothing to eat. The tracks in the
snow wore discovered by two lumbermen, who
touk their guns and followed the teadl. It led
them threo miles, and then they discovered the
bear standing at the edge of the stream, evi-
denuly flshiog., Before thie men conld get within
safe gunshot the bear got ecent of them and
staried rapidly down along the stream. A mile
below is one of the fow remalning sawmills in
the lumber reglon that Is run by an old-fashiloned
water wheel. The power comes from s big
mill-poud through a long raceway.

‘The bear kept his course along the bank of the
river and the hunters foliowed close on his
trall. When within sight of the mill the bear
was dincovered by & man there, and tLe
miller and a compunion armed themselver, Lild
in some Inurels, and walted for bruin to come
alung 1o be shiot. The bear either saw or heard
the foes nhead of him and torned and started
up the stream agaln, The men left thelr am-

husrcade to follow. Hroln went but & short dis-
tanee when Le either remenibored or scentod
this Lunters who were coming down the river.
Alter pnusing s moment on the edge of the mill
rnml, which was frozen over, he went down (he
mnk nnd stnried woross the pond on the les,
T'he twn men from the mill fired, and one of thie
bullets took effect in one of the bear's furelegs.
The tear did not change his eourse, but went
limping on toward the opposite side of the pond,

The chnnces were good for ronching that side,
a0 far an dangar from his pursuers was con.
cerned, but danger Iay In wait. for him in an-
uther form, The two or three days of warm
wenther had rotted and weakoned thy fee on the
&umd. and when the bear had reachied the mnid-

le of the frozen surface the ice suddonly wave
wiy boneath ils welght, and broin disappeared
beneath the treachierous covering of the pond.
The two hunters from up the stream cams upon
Lhe scene just ue the bear ke thruugh, and
they and the mon from the mill wal 10 seo
whether broin would reappear at the opening.
Hedid not, and the four men walked down
th{y]urd tl.\pdulll'l- th { N

in hend o o raceway (s more than a
hundred yurds below the spot whers the bear
broke through the fce and the water rushes
along when thie gates are up with great velocity,
The huuters had almost reacled the b of the
rupe, when they ware astounded to the bear
appear from beneath Lhe loe, whlcn”nundml
down to within & fuw feet of tho raceway gates.
He hnd either awnum or n_carried all that
distatice under the iee, When his hnul‘;rpund.
Le wave & snort and started tow shore,
Bewing tho men, hin r.urur:l and started In the
other direotion, The mill being in operation, the
ales were up, and the water rushiug swiftly
nto the race, which s o narruw ehute or sluice-
way, with a declded fall toward the wheel, The
Lear In turning was caught by the swift ourrent
and was unable to roslst belng carrled wlong
with it. Thestroggllug animal was sucked into
tfu race and awepl along, now in sight on top of

o rushing water, now submerged in (t. The

unters wers Loo surprised to fire a shot, aud in
& few peconds they sew the 1o more,

John Gray. theo sawyer, was bun}'nluudlns{ to
the saw lnslde the mill, and had kuown nothln
of the . Buddenly the msechinery sluw
up und then stopped sutirely, to lhamut anton-
In ment of John., Not knowing what elss to do
ie ran o s window hiole at une side of the will
snd looked out at the big wheel, There, In
tiie midst of the swirling, bolling water that
shot under the wheol lie naw the hlnd quarters

nd half the body of & bear awaying Loas-
ruc. The four bunters camo In Just then, and
B0t A new surprise by the sawyer gresting them
with the exclamation:

" My waler w hins keiched & bear! "™

Thal was true. The bear had shot through
the race and was driven head first under lgc
wheel, whers hie was wedged so tight between
tbe paddles and the bottomn tast it stop the
\Uhﬂil mill. It ok an hour 1o get the

His neck was
fat, wis of
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SECRETS OF FOX HOUNTING.

A BSTEUBEN COUNTY HUNTER'S
THREE INFALLIBLE METHODS.

By Them e Capinred Meore than 4000
Pelts — Fooling Fexes with a Lname
HMonsd, Masking an w Charrsd Stomp,
and Luring Them with Firld Mice,

Bati, N. Y¥,, March 10.—Fox hunting le a
popular sport in the Cohorton Valley, and foxes
seem to be always plentiful. The most succons-
ful hunten of foxes in the valley Is acknowl-
edged to ba Bil Kelsey of Avoon, When fox
pelts commanded & good price In the market,
yoars ago, foxes were bhunted and teappe for
profit, and hundreds were ahipped from this
region to market during the montha the for was
fn good condition. Then it was that Bill Eelsey
distinguished himeelf by dally bringlng In
from three to ten foxes, whilo other hunt-
era and trappera froquently returned from
the chase and traps empty.handed. Kelsey
never permitted any one to Lhunt in his company
or it go with him when he was setting or taking
up his traps, He accumulated a falr compe-
tenos by Lin success In eapturing fox pelta, foxes
being the only animal he ever spent his time in
hunting or trapping, His brother hunters were
extremely jealouns of bis succoss. Bome of Ltliem
believed that he wan possessed of a secret by
which he charmed foxen to hils traps and within
range of hin gun. But the only secrot he ever
had wae s carelul obeervation of the Lablis, eo-
centricltivn, and customs of the fox family, and
the adootion of & line of strategy Indenling with
the shy and cunning animals based on that
knowledie of thelr daily and nightly life.

“Now that 1 have quit the business of fox
hunting aod trapping,' sald the veteran pelt
gatherer, *'cause thers aln't nothin'in it any
more, I don't mind lettin' folks know a few
things about eatchin® foxes that I thought out
all myaelf, I have killed and trapped more than
6,000 foxes In my time, Homeof the pelta ] sold
for as much as §5 aplece. Some of '‘em I didu't
—more dldn't than did—but every one of the
foxen that parted with them 6,000 skins wras
killed in one of three ways. Any ons who knows
them three ways of fox huntin’ and can get the
hang of 'em can kill just as many foxos as I did,

“When I was a boy not more than ten yeara old
I was just an crazy on fox huntin'as I ever got to
be, and that's sayin' & good deal. I hada fox-
hound and a gun before I counld spell * baker.'
The hound was all right, and the gun was all
right, but I never got many foxes until | mada
this funoy dlscovery: One day I was ont with
my hound and started a fox. Lle was followin'
tho trall in great shape, when suddenly, for
pome reason, he went lame in oneof his legs.
The dog was a blooded chap, and full of game,
and he kept ricbt on after the fox. But be ran
a good deal slower over thecourse. Iwaa all pot
out over it, and if I'd been five or six years older
1 guess maybe I'd & cussed my lucka little, but
by and by I noticed something that set me to
thinkin'. 1noticed that the fox was ronnin' &
good deal different from the way he had been.
Hoe actually seemad to be tickled to death in not
tryin® to throw the dog off by hls cunnin' and
his tricks, but in keepin® just far enough ahead
to be in sight and hearin® of the disabled hound,

as if to tantalize him. The fox. of course, cnl-
culated to have his little fun with the lamo dog
for a while, and then take up his tricks uguin
and get out of the way to & piace of safety,

"1 wook tuat all In, and sliowed what a’ smart
boy 1 was by takin' advantuge of it. 1 saw that
#o long as that fox was behavin' Iu that fashion
it wouldn't be any trick at all for me to get a

sitlon where & shot at hilm waa nd ver-
ﬁ'lnlr. wht‘mu.l::c:l t'other hand, If tho dog Liad
contlnued able- ied, the fox would have been
twistin’ and turnin’ in all sortaof ways, mlles out
of reach, and would undoubtedly succesd at
last in gettin' away entirely. I got'the fox easy,
and pext :ln.r tried the lame hound again. ile
soon  started m fox. The fox, as soon as
he saw that the dog was lame, begun to show
his aggravatin® natore to the poor fellow,
rame as t'other one had. And I got that chap,
So it _was wettled in my mind then that
it & fox only got it in hin mind once
that he was sure Lo get a safe hidin’ place when-
ever [t suited him o go and get it, beln' chirsed
by a hound was just as much o for him es it
wan for the hunter, and he would enjoy the run
as long as he felt Inclined to. Hut the foxes
noever discovered that | hed cot nnto that little
freak of theirs. 1 never hunted with o hound
after that that wasn't lame in one leg, and [
never found a single fox that didn't start in to
bave fun with the crippled dog the minute the
Inmeness was discovered. And [ nover fniled to
get every fox that took things tantalizin' that
wny, unless my gun went buck on me,

“*Then, early In I'.luﬂ’ame. 1 got to notiein® that
early in the fall and winter morniu's foxes
made n break for old wood lots, where flre L
been through, and whers churred sturips and
tres trunks stond thick around. Somstinies
they'd come eLher in & huddle at some par-
tic'lar apot, as If they was holdin' some kind of
& Convention, 1've sven ms many as fifteen pelts
in a bunch on stuch vecnslonn, and once with

ust & double- gun, loaded with
uck ot, gnt five mnice skins out
of n ‘za:hnrlu' Iike that before the foxvs that
carried 'em could get'em out o' my way. Gen-
erally, though, I used to sea the foxes troitin'
bereand there, lolsurely, and as if there wasn't
auything on thelr minds, among the blackened
stumps, stoppin’ now aud then to lvok whout
‘em. Inever could find out why foxes took a
mornin' run through such pluves, or iad mnass
meetin’s there, but | naver falled to sew fuzes in
auy lot of that kind I ever took & look over at
the proper time,

“Aund while 1 was stodyln’ out the doin's of
foxes in these Lurnt luts {scovered nnothor
rtueer thingabout "em. It was alittle thing, but
it turned & good many pelts foto my bag. It
was thata fox, afrer trottin' along for maybe
twenty or twenty-five yards, would suddenly
given little kick or twitch with one hind leg,
stop, und lovariably turn his head and lvok bac
aver his shoulder, [ watched fox after fox, und
found that ureri one of 'em bad the kick, the
#top, and the look back over the shoulder,

" Nuture,' | said, ‘snd beln' uature, it'll be
grist to my mill.*

**Until 1 disvoversd this queer halitof foxes In
burat lots, I had seldom bren able to get a shot
at one, aithough [ saw a0 many among the
stumps, them two shots that killed 1lve bein'
thie chance of a lifethne, Hut the kick and the
stop aud the look give me an {dem, And next
duy, when [ went to a burntlot where I nad seen
Flumy of foxes, I was drossed from head o foot
n black clothes, and even my face and hands

were blackenod. ‘I'hers wnas nothin' to be senn

about me but the biackest kind o' black, W hen
Istood n

among the burnt atumps and stube of
that lot 1 looked enough like one of 'm to fuo,
even u fox. With my gup ready | stood motion-
leas. Protly soun | sevu a fox trottin’ along in
the opposite direction. aud clear out of gunshot.
Hore wes the Lime forme totry what there was In
that idenof miny. | trotted after the fox, with my
o{u keen fxed on I, 1 was watehin® out for
theikick. When I seen the log twitch [ stopped
aud stood sull, When the fox wiok his quick
look buck over hils shoulder 1 was un good =
burnt stump as there was luthe Iol  Seein’
nuthin® to seare him, lie trotted un ngaln, Be
fore hie xicked again | was a good idenl cluser on
e heels than | was at tho start, | was o
burnt stump agaln,  On went the fox once
muore, and whei he kicked tho third time i
dido't have to take the trouble to look back, fur
I waswithin ensy puoshiot, and b never knew
what hurt bam, That way o' Kuntin' foxes Lint
nll, on bl o iavoe u plee syve und never milas
your ealeulation, ns it showed the stuft thero
wis in you, nnd 1 lilked [t bettor than nny other
way of foolln' the cunnin® fuxes, There wuan't
only & good many pelts in i1, but n heapof fu
1 wasu't lmu} n fox huater, nelther, Lefo
{gund out that Toxes wers Jonder of fleld
an a boy was of minee ple, and that they cuime
out to hunt and feed oy the little m;uml{r var.
mints Just betwea: suusot wod dark, ‘Thero was
fr-ml reason for whnat, for field mice don't show
hemielves before that duriug the day, Thvre
wers some places where Lheno mice were pretty
plenty, but as a general thing they were scarce
along the Colhiocton, 1 set out, consequently, (o
plant Aeld mice sl see that they 1; along, us |
srgued that as they drew foxes they W?rr]ll.ll.
what was luckin'. Sol trapped a lot of the mice
nd started in to broedin” 'em, and they are
rooders, | tell you! |t wasn'tloog before {lllti
the flelds in that countey stonked blg with teld
mice, [solected old tislds, on the edge of wnoils
fn' brush | I tell you the foxes wore not
oty in lnding out that & plenio bad besn got np
for'em sowmehow, In my study of foxes | dis.
covered thut when o entered a lot on the loig-
out for fleld mico he'd firet llsten for one to
Squeak, Ansoon as he heard one he would stesl
up ke nothln' but w fox can, and that moune
o} Lo go out Lo thiose old luls nt
hide behind & bush, and wall for Mr.

0x, Thresor four yelis of wb ovenin' wisn't
univmhw to bragof. After I {mproved on the
fleld mioe [ gathered in taore than that of an
evenin'. My fleld mioe were all right, but | found
that they might be near where I was hid, or
they migbtn't, and was just as apt tocall the
foxes awsy frool e as Lhey wero Lo draw then
nuar me. Bollost g many ahots | should
have got, und [ couldn't stand thot, sud went 1o
thinkin', [ thought up a whi that would
fruitate the squ of & fAeld mouse, and 1 hit it

exnctly, Then!ifIseen a fox beln' cu AWRY
rom me by & mouse's squeak, 1 sot wy whistle
to workin' and | never lust the fox. AELTL W AN

the throe ways [ got the most o' them 0,000 arud
odd Iamf strippad the pelts off of durin' wy
timv, but [ trap lﬁd many, too,
" Most folks think thet & fox {s the hardest
Ihtnc to!ﬂ futo m trap there is. That may bal
f you don't knuw Low to get him there.
always had big success Lrappin’ foxes, and why 7
Simply becatse I cormmon sense o Aslmple
manner. That's the whole secret of my success
trappin’ fox It was Lhe gonersl custom (n
sottin' s trap alopy the Cohooton o put the balt
on or im L ow & fox is always nus-
Wi ors dead

i tmp. N
When bhe & plece of

layin' in or
Ly

| uae

hedon't make n dash foritatonce, Ha fesls that
there ia something wrong, yet he wants that
morsal, and he's bound to Investigate, ‘I‘h_a way
A fox appromches & balt ia worth seein’, He
trota in nrrolu around thssapol whero hn sees
maybe hin dinner wadtin' for hlm. First the
clreles are big ones, but they get narrower and
narrower nntdl he has his nose "most against the
beit. | had seen sn many foxes do this circusin
around a trap nntil they got to 1t and [ thought
they were my pelts oertmin, nnd thien secn ‘em
turn and get away from the apot ne {anl as they
emuid without touchin® the balt that I madenp
my mind that [ knew a trick worth three of Mr,
Fox's, I tried puttin' my bait on the grovind
and settin' my trap, all coversd up nics and
natural, ton or fifteen feet nway, Tho Jdea was
that if n fox oame nloug, u'mp_m! by that bait,
he'd begin bis clrousin’, kespin' Lis eyeaall tho
time on the balt, and the first thing hy ] know
be'd step on the coversd-up trap and 1'd Liave
nnother pelt, It work to » dinktum, and I
never sot o trap In that wa; unless | gota fox if
nfox came that way, 5o yon ees it's ensy to get
the best of foxen If yon only know how,

ARGENTINE MEAT.

The Ezport of Cattle Increasing—{ompnri-
som with Amerieans,
From the London Tmen.

Last year Epgland Imported from abroad live
stock and dead meat vnlued at somothing in
excesan of £20,000,000. To the itema which
made up this large total the Argentine Republie
coutributed 1,075,000 froren sheep, 00,000 live
phecp, 20,000 quartern of frozen heef, and L8,
00V llve bullecks, fignren which show that the
Argentine ln already a great factor in the sournes
of our meat supply. This belng the casn It be-
comes & question of prootical interest to inquire
whnt are Ita potentiulitios as a jood-producing
and particularly as o meal-exporting conntry.

It is allegod by those whio hinve practical ex-
peclence of jhe matter that in no other
country in the world can cattle and sleep
be produced and fattened as clieaply as

the Argentine, on_ account of fls excep-
{'llunal ﬂlilu'l'ltl‘ and rich ustural grasses, very
little artiticial food belng required, amd the
winter Leing a0 mild that the animals can bo

ten in the upen air In wire-fenced
5?::':1;;. Durlng thnml.um. fifteen years, howevar,
the best Fugliah pedigree eattlo have been intro-

duced, thousands of Shorthorn and Hereford
bulls have beeu used, and a great proportion of
the criollo cattle bave besu transfurmed into
magnificent crosabreds. Some four-year-old
crossbred Shorthorn steers, ruised on the natn-
ral prairie grosses and f(a‘teved on alfalfa
lluurnfll. rrmiv.i_nu nohlﬂt‘l!n of any description,
al'zed here £25 per head,

l-"l.'lt; recently catlle were not fattened inthe
Argent,no up to the standard of an English-
man's iden of & fat beast, ar slmost all the sur-
plun beef went to Brazil and Zuba,seml-tropleal
countries, whose imoabitants do not eat f(at
meat, the rosult being that Argentine ranch-
men gave no attentiou to the fattaaing of cattle,
When the breeder produoeed a more expensive,
lioavier, finer Anlmal, he hegan te look aroun
for & better market, and uud he sonld semd
live stock to  Heazil, Qblll, snd England
on o large scale, and to France, Gormany,
nnd Belgium in small quantities, provided he
fattened them. This state o' affalrs crested a
middleman—tle Invernador, ms ho {s ceiled—
who does not breed catlle, but imys store basts
and fattens them until they arv fit for ox,wrt,
when they are sent to diifTerent mwrketa, 'Jln
heaviest of the native criollo cattis are kept oL
alinlfain the pruvinces of Sun Jusn and Men-
dozu for wome time, and are then drivon across
the Andea into Chill. A better class of aulmal,
crossbred, weighlng on an average about 1,150
pounds, live welglit, is sent to Hio de Janeiro
and some other lirszllian ports, while the best,
Eu\;tu;. and fattest animals are shipped to
“ngland.

! 'Lin export of live stock has suddenly bocome
of great |mportance, the oficlal value of live
cittie and sheep axported from Argentine ports
in 1804 being over £1.000,000. The English
bmeg:aru find fault w'}tlh the A-""’““'}fd":;'a u‘.::
ship ot present.  They are tno w
bn}!y uluclud. cattls of all es, pizer, nnd de-
scriptions coming together. Moreover, they ars
purely grass fed, and conssguently the beef,
though guod, has not as bright a eolor us the
North American corn-fed meat, and sclls at
from Xd. to 1d, per pound lower than [ts great
rival, The shesp ure Leiter, und tho butchers
clussify them tlie same as Canadians and pay
the sume price for them, Ud. per pound.

The Lritish graziers, or Inveruadors, in the
provinces of Buenos Ayres, Bants ¢, and Cor-
doba, owning thousands of acres of alfalfa,
growing thelr own corn and linseed, and, owing
to the mild elimate, never having to bouse their
cattle, ean put u fat shorthorn or l!ereford bul-
lock on board a ship at Buenos Ayres or Las
Plata for £4. The feeding of the an'wunnls with
corn in small paddocks will make thew as tame
as Lhe North Americun cattle, und tuey will uot
safier oo board &s the wild **'anch ' caféle do ot

resent. Of course, with sheep there is Joas dif-
ﬁcull . the slieep belug an excellent sallay, and
actually Increwsing in weight on board if well
treated and properly supplied #ith water.

It Is obvious that the alfalfa crop is of the
higheet importance to the Argentine grazier.
Though alfulfa can be grown In all parts of Ar-
goution, it can only grazed on extensively
witbout irrigation In vne fuvored district—from
Fortogns, in Santa Fé, 1o Rio Cuourto, in Cox-
duba, and from Venada Tuerto to some leagues
north of Fralle Muerto, an area of abont 20,000
square miles, In this exceptional region cattle
can be turned into the alfaifs fieldsand fattened,
there yeor ufter yeur without injuring the pas-
turage, whiol requires no mauure, irrigntion, or
artiticial assistsuce of aopy kind fur about
tweuty years, when it begine to thin out, and,
althougl still good pasturage, will not cur{ the
same amount uf steck. In other purts of the
cuuntrf farmers have to mow thelr alfalfa and
meke it (nto hay, as the trampling of cattle
would kil it In o Taw years,

The discovery of the alfalfa district is of re.
cent date, For s lupg timoe people would not
bLeliove it capable of growing anything, us the
land was cousidered to be suine of the worst in
the country, Lbarely sble 10 riise a few lean
criollo eattle and goats—a dry, sandy coun-
try, while alfalfn tequired the deep, black,
rich soll of the provines of Huenos Ayres and &
good rainfall, wierens sbout Fralle Muerto it
unly rains three or four times during the year,
Sl this seml-desert, which will not grow any
kind of useful grass or a tree of nny size, will
grow alinlfa In the most abundant fashion al-
most without plonghing the land, and mero-
ly seratching It after burning the scant pam-
pa grass. The explenstion probably is thatin
tlhus  lovse, sandy soil water i found st
an avernge depth of about twenty feet, and
the deeply penetrating roots of the alfalfa tind
thelr way into it, and make the plant independ-
ent of raintull or irrigation. Alfalfa, If pre-
rerved from anlmals, will glve flve cuttings or
crops por annnum, ylelling in the aggregate
about twelve tons of Lay per scre, but in such
case the farmer must within n reasunalile
distance of the river vorts, otherwise the rall.
way freight will take all hLin profits, hay being
nsually worth in Hosario 302 a Lon amil fn lue-
nos Ayres pbout £2, 1t Is mors than likely that
this wvuluable leguminous plant, which, lke
fte allies, safufoln, clover, &c., obtains nitrogen
from the air for nuthluf. is deatined 1o play wh
important part In the industrial developuwent
of the Argentiue,

CAYCHING EELS IN HIS OLD AGE,

A New Induniry Ieveloped By an Eagllah
Setter Past Hie Iusting Duys,

Mrizworn, Conn, March 10.—Silas Merwin,
who lives out on the Quarry Croek rond, hiay sn
old English setter named Josh. The dog lLus
grown so old that he Las lostlhis ouco fine scent,
and last autumn the Merwin hoys bLouglit a
Laverack pup to replace him. The seticr was
Lroken hearted over being put aside for & uew
dog, and uld man Merwin, feeling pity for hiw,
bugen to take him down 1o the shore wien Le
went to look after lils cel pote. Josh grew (o
take n greal intereet in the new work aond uever
wissnd nday,

‘I'hiz sprine he has glven proof of his abllity in
& new line. Fornweek oriso Merwin found a
pile of big Inmprey eels lying lu his fish trough
in the wood shied every morning, and Lo couldn't
discover how they got there until last Tuesday
morning, when he was amaeed by seelng old
Josh trot in with a far eel in Iiis mouth, deposit
theeel lu tho trough, and then trot away again
townrd the creek.  Merwin fullowed him
through the orchurd, down across the mesduw
to Alder Hrook, s shallow stream about s pod
wide. Here he Lid behind & clump of willuws
end watched proosedings,  Josh entersd the
strsam and began wadiog down streain stenltl-

¥. All at once ho darted i noss Into the
wister and started for shore dingging s good-
sized lamprey slong with Lim,

Blopplag n mwoment o ook into the broak,
Morwin saw that the lnmpreys wepre plenty
&UM. and thon Lie rocidled thint when be wus &

¥ he used Lo cuteh them in the steeam o the
carly spring,  Vhey run up the small- froah-
water orecks to sy, hundreds of Lthem, nnid
BoL belng cunping oF quick in thelr movements,
many of thom had fnllen cusy viethus to e dog.

Jouh wtill continues bis veling, His masier
has had s low box placed dowi near the bk,
RO s to awve Lhe uld Istlow bis lonk journey up
Lo the house with wachi s, When' the box in
full thie dog runm wp to the hotse and Tarcks il
sofe vue goes down o Lae ok e drag Looe
the catel, Some duys b lands us TLINY 84 kiXLY
ools. winl one morning be eauglit s Lelf-pound
trout, Ho waus soalded about thils eated, how-
ever, for Lis ownors are all ton good sbortsmen

O entourdge bim in trout wipping A New
faven museun proprietor is trying o by Jonh,
but Merwin enys:

“Na, sir! Not for sale! Joals 18 one of the
family, wind about tie simartest one in it teo!™

'Bak for Bam Wol Tal und Helorm!
From the S, Louls Repubiic,
Lexisaros, Neb, March 20, “The citizens of
this town are considerably worked ap over the
sloction of city ofMcers. Sam Wal Tal, & Chins-
luan, is s dark horse, with a petition signed by
fifiy citizens and business men.  Although the
City Clerk threw the petition out, the volers say
they will write hem's nawie un (he ticket. Ham
Waol 'Irl says he will ruu evernihing wide open
but ‘I.l fine evary ey who does wrong sud
1 MI? S0 opera houss,

BOTMOM-FEE n _m(f FISH.

PLENTY OF LIFE FOUND AT TRN
NOT OM OF THE SEA,

Finh That Bomm Amone Rocks and Marine
Plants nnd Atnd SNecure Hiding Places—
Formution ofUentres of Marine Life,

Thers are many flal that live at the bottom of
the ron and very seldom come to the top, excepd
when pursied by an shemy. They Inclode the
halibut, flatfish, and pkate, Thers are, howesver,
many boltom-feeding (sh that move aboud
much more froely, suci: s tho hlackfish, onds
fish, burgall, maulpin, and & raven. Thess llke

DUNGALLS.
to roam around among rocls and bualies on the
bottom, whers they find food and hiding places,
The blackfish, or tautog, geta into crevices in
the rocks. Many blackfish hiberoate. They
sook decper water, where the temperatore {s
higher, when winter comes, and get into crevices
and etay thers, perhaps for mouths. The
crovices afford them protection from the action
of tides and currents, and secure them also from
moleatation by other fishes that keep abroad
duriog the winter season. In theae respects the
pea bass ismuch like the Llackflan.

BLACKFTAR,

Marine plants may grow in conai@erable areas
orinclumps or detached munuses, They grow
wherever there s anything for them to sttach
themselves Lo, such as a stone, submerged crib-
work, or & sunken wreck, Wheruver marine
plants are found there also are to be found amall
crustacea and other animal life. Fish seek such
places for food, avd in this manper a sunkem
wreck, for example, oon becomes a centreof all
kinda of marine life,

BUNGALLS,

The plotures here glven are of fish lifo in the
New Yurk Aguarlum, Inannmberof the wall
tanks there ai'e rocks or marine growths of one
kind or another, among which the flah love to
bdo or 1o lle guivtly, The delicate plant-like
grovihis sevn in thesepletures are nll sertularia,
and are roally not plants, bt formations bulls
up by thousands of minufe animnals, The fish in
these tanks nre burgnlls ard idackfish. Sonie-
times they gt dnto the sertularia, or, ne in the
tank where the stone standing on ¢ dgo ls shown,
between the sertularin aud the stune, and re-
msin thero for hunrs motionless,

GLAD NAND AND MARDLE HFEART.

Two Colloguial Expressions Now Fopolay
Among Clty Pollticians,

Expresaions o be popular among politleinns
must nsually posseas ut least the werit of Con=
cisenoss, but an exception to the rule i the
colluquial  vhruee now common amuong cliy
Satesmon, "the glad band and tle marble
heart, ‘Uranslated into ordlusry English the
Eindd havd menus ihe oordial salutation which
ftin alwovs In tho power of the dispenser of
pulilic oflices nnd benefits to cxtond to the oMoa
seeker, “Uhe glad hand means n cheerfu) greeg.
Ing, which takes usually the form of s bearty
handshalie nnd o frivndly Inquiry aftor the con-
dition of the visitor's health,

With suchia preliniinary the visitor is encour-
nged to bellievo thut the pathway which lewds to
atlaining his ambition s a clear one, but he
very soun fitids that this s not the case. for t .
marhiv leart intervenus to provent, Hy .
expression s meant the manifeation of todif.
feronce to the hopes of the visiur, The men
wha las but reconutly  greeted Lim Tiunr-
ously  and P.'Ynm\'eilv taken  refuge  under
various pretexts and excuses, nnd  derls
that It In dmpossibie to do es wueh for
visitor ms he  would like, and that uau[:
e dons not wirsh to withhold from the lstter the
exprosslon of his Kind wishes, thory 18, really,
tothiug that ho can do for him. Thers used (o
be an expression in New York sbouy * lettlm
s man down ensy,” the significe ~on of whi
was 1h his resuntinent” or olsappointment

shoold bemitigated v the groats Poss

ble, but in tLo‘qu haud and meril tl::utn lht

::mlnum s reverswl. The visitor 3% iLrewa
wi bard "~ hard and ULexpee
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